
PLACES OF INTEREST 
❶ Brig o’ Balgownie and Cottoun o’ Balgownie 

Local legend suggests that this bridge was started by  

Bishop Henry Cheyne in the late 13th or early 14th century 

and completed by Robert the Bruce. This was the main 

crossing on the Don leading to the north from Aberdeen 

prior to the construction of Bridge of Don in 1831. 

❷ Seaton Park 

There are many fine areas in the park from the flowerbeds, 

to rose beds and up to the walled garden beside the old 

stables. The Cathedral Walk is always a resplendent sight in 

midsummer and one of the most popular with visitors to 

the city. There is also a popular children's play area and 

large grassy areas popular with sporting groups. 

Further info:  www.friendsofseatonpark.org.uk 

❸ St Machar Cathedral 

On a site of Christian witness for 1,500 years, the granite 

pile of the fifteenth century cathedral with its massive twin 

spires, world-famous heraldic ceiling and glorious stained 

glass is one of Scotland's treasures. The oldest building in 

active use in Aberdeen, it is open 365 days a year for formal 

worship and for those seeking a place of quiet 

contemplation, as well as for visitors. 

Further info: www.stmachar.com 

❹ The Chanonry 

The Chanonry acquires its name from the medieval Canons 

who used to live in manses which once stood here. 

Although now consisting of more recent buildings, mainly 

18th & 19th century, the street still provides the sense of 

elegant living in the time before cars and commotion. 

❺ Benholm’s Lodging 

Benholm's Lodging, locally known as the Wallace Tower, 

was built between 1610 and 1616 for Sir Robert Keith of 

Benholm and is unique in being a z-plan tower house used 

as a town 'lodging'. Originally located in the centre of 

Aberdeen, it was dismantled to make way for a new Marks 

& Spencer and re-assembled at this location in 1971.   

❻ Cruickshank Botanic Gardens 

The Cruickshank Botanic Garden exists to promote an 

appreciation of the beauty, diversity and importance of 

plants, and an understanding of their role in the natural 

world. It has shrub borders, a rock and water garden, 

sunken garden, rose garden, herbaceous border and an 

arboretum, and houses a nationally important collection of 

over 2500 labelled plants. 

Further info: www.abdn.ac.uk/botanic-garden  

❼ Zoology Museum 

The museum’s displays are worldwide in scope, from 

protozoa to the great whales, including taxidermy, skeletal 

material, study skins, fluid-reserved specimens and models. 

Visitors welcome, free admission, children should be 

accompanied by responsible adult. 

Further info: www.abdn.ac.uk/museums/exhibitions 

❽ Old Aberdeen Town House & Museum 

Built in 1788-89 and situated in the heart of Old Aberdeen, 

the Old Town House was the hub of the Burgh and the focal 

point for a busy trading community. The Old Town House 

features the best of Scottish architecture and is used as the 

logo of The Architectural Heritage Society of Scotland.  

❾ Duncan Rice Library 

The iconic Duncan Rice Gallery was designed by Danish 

architectural firm Schmidt Hammer Lassen. Building 

commenced in 2009 and was officially opened by HRH 

Queen Elizabeth II in 2012. Two sculptures populate the 

Academic Square to the east of the Library. 

❿ Kings College and Chapel 

King's College was built to house the University, which was 

founded by Bishop Elphinstone under a Papal Bull issued by 

Pope Alexander VI in 1495. King's Tower is the figurehead of 

the University. The building is famous not only for its 

physical appeal, but for its symbolism: the pursuit of 

knowledge.  

Further info:  www.abdn.ac.uk/events/documents/

old_aberdeen_trail.pdf  

⓫ Powis Gates  
Powis House was built in 1802 by Hugh Leslie of Powis 

These  imposing gates were added by Hugh’s son, John 

Leslie in 1833-4, John intended the gates to be something 

of a match to the splendour of King’s College across the 

High Street.  Further info: See item 10 above. 

⓬ Crombie Halls 
Architect Robert Matthew drew up initial sketches for new 

halls on this site, but building work was deferred until 1957, 

and followed plans by architect Margaret Brown. The halls 

are built in a Scandinavian style featuring lots of glass and 

natural light.  
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